
THJA - Central East Zone 
Annual General Meeting Minutes 

June 10, 2016 – Caledon Equestrian Park 

It was noted that all in attendance and voting must be current adult members in good 
standing of the THJA and competing in or affiliated with the Central East Zone as of 
June 10, 2016. All attending must sign in to register as delegates of the AGM to verify 
quorum attendance.  A sign in sheet was circulated for membership signatures and IS 
confirmation, which is held on file with the Secretary. 

Board in Attendance: 

Ken Denouden, Karen Medd, Carolyn Stark, Jane Wilcox, Stephen Ferguson, Shirley 
Hetherington 

I. Welcome and Call to order 
A MOTION to adjourn the AGM was made by Emily Yaghdjian, seconded by Stephen 
Ferguson,and APPROVED by all. Ken Denouden, CE Zone Board President called the 
meeting to order at 6:40 PM. 

II. Quorum 
Quorum requires 11 voting members; per the official sign in sheet and confirmation of 
membership, 16 eligible members were in attendance at the 2016 CE Zone Annual 
General Meeting.  A list of attending members is available from the CE Zone Secretary 
upon request. 

III. Agenda 

A MOTION to accept the agenda was made by Shirley Hetherington, seconded by Gary 
Yaghdjian and APPROVED by all. 

IV. Scrutineers 
Martha Worts was appointed scrutineer for the purposes of the Board Position 
Elections. 

V. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 
No declarations were presented. 

VI. Approval of 2015 CE Zone AGM Minutes 



A MOTION to approve the 2015 AGM Minutes was made by Karen Medd, seconded 
by Gary Yaghadian and APPROVED by all. 

A draft copy of the minutes from this 2016 AGM will be posted on the Central East 
Zone website for review and consideration by members. These minutes will be 
motioned for approval at the 2017 AGM (date to be confirmed). 

VII. Financial Report and Appointment of Auditors 
Copies of the Zone’s Financial Report were circulated by the Treasurer, Carolyn Stark. 
Carolyn reviewed the contents, noting that there was a significant reduction in income 
between 2014 and 2015, primarily due to the change in the Trillium Development 
Fund, which provided $11,572.00 in 2014 and $692.00 in 2015. Further, the income 
from the Banquet dropped from $41,798.00 in 2014 to $37,850.00 in 2015. Carolyn 
also pointed out that the 2015 Banquet Committee worked hard and managed to keep 
the expenses within the Banquet income. The end result was a net loss of $7,361.00 in 
2015 (net loss for 2014 - $6,275.00). 

Ken Denouden commented that there will be new income available to Zones in 2017, 
as the THJA Board has taken the decision to pass back 25% of the membership fees 
collected to the Zones. 

A copy of the 2015 Financial Report will be posted with the Draft Minutes on the 
website. 

A MOTION to accept the 2015 Financial Report as presented was made by Gary 
Yaghdjian, seconded by Shirley Hetherington, and APPROVED by all. 

The Treasurer recommended that, given the level of complexity of CE Zone finances 
and the dollar amounts involved, there was no need for the Board to appoint an Auditor 
to review Zone finances. 

A MOTION was made by Gary Yaghdjian, seconded by Stephen Ferguson and 
APPROVED by all, to accept the Treasurer’s recommendation not to appoint and 
Auditor. 

 

VIII. President’s Report 
a) THJA update – after much work, THJA established a new Constitution, which 

now requires each Zone to prepare or update their respective Constitutions to 
ensure alignment with that of the THJA. Each Zone must complete their 
Constitution and submit it to the THJA by 31 December 2016.  
 



It was determined that a Sub-committee was required to complete this work 
and Gary Yaghdjian, Carolyn Stark, Ken Denouden and Martha Worts agreed 
to their appointment to this Sub-committee. 

b) Championships – will be held over the Labour Day weekend, with a draft 
schedule to be published shortly. 

Parking around the barn area will be extremely restricted this year as a result 
of the Fire Marshall’s concerns. Parking passes will be issued for the barn area 
to trainers with consideration given to the number of staff associated with the 
trainer, as well as based on number of horses.  

To accommodate the number of rings required and the number of participants, 
the indoor area will be used for Trillium Hunter classes, with the judges being 
swapped out as appropriate. 

Due to the liability, there are to be NO non-showing horses at Championships. 
Violators will be fined and escorted off the property. 

Golf cart parking issues are still being worked out but there will be more 
defined areas as to where golf carts may be parked around the show rings. 

IX. February Trillium Show 
The 2016 February show had to be cancelled due to the extremely cold weather. Given 
the low participation in previous years, combined with the winter weather, the 2017 
date will be delayed until later in the season, possibly March 

X. Banquet Committee 
The 2016 Banquet will be held on October 15.  All members are asked to support and 
encourage ticket purchases and volunteers, as well as pass on any suggestions for 
possible sponsors to Linda Gibson. 

XI. Elections 
Positions elected (by acclimation) – all have a two year term ending in 2018: 

a) President – Ken Denouden 

b) Secretary – Jane Wilcox 

c) Director – Emily Yaghdjian 

d) Director – Shirley Hetherington 

e) Director -  Nicole Ferguson 



Vice President Karen Medd, Treasurer Carolyn Stark and Director Samantha 
Nosworthy-Murray retain their positions until the end of 2017. 

 

XII. New Business 
Ongoing concern regarding welfare of horse and rider by continuing to schedule show 

jumper divisions on the same day.  President Denouden advised that THJA is reviewing 
the scheduling concerns.  A MOTION by Gary Yaghdjian, seconded by Stephen 
Ferguson and APPROVED by all, that the CE Zone Board formally communicate a 
recommendation to the THJA Board that the show scheduling rules be adjusted to permit 
splitting the jumper divisions over two days for the benefit of animal and rider welfare. 

XIII. Adjournment 
A MOTION to adjourn the AGM was made by Emily Yaghdjian, seconded by Stephen 
Ferguson,and APPROVED by all. Ken Denouden, CE Zone Board President adjourned 
the meeting at 8:00 pm.. 

Minutes submitted by:  Secretary Jane Wilcox 

Minutes approved at 2017 AGM – date to be determined. 


